Call for Papers: Special Issue of Psihologija
Theme: Biased Reasoning and Folk Psychology of Rationality

Aims and Scope

We are pleased to announce a call for papers for a special issue of the journal Psihologija,
dedicated to a multifaceted exploration of folk psychology and its relationship to scientific findings
on biased reasoning (decision-making, judgement, inference, etc.). Decades of psychological
research have explored rational, nonrational and irrational thinking. Yet, there is a noticeable lack
of research on folk theories of rationality — specifically, how laypeople perceive the rational aspect
of the mind — and on folk theories of the "non-rational” aspect of the mind. Concurrently,
philosophy of mind and cognitive science are engaged in intense debates regarding the status and
future of folk psychology itself.

This special issue aims to investigate the intersections of these perspectives: how individuals
implicitly theorise about rational thought, how this relates to the manifestation and understanding
of biased reasoning, and how folk psychology — understood as the everyday method of
comprehending intentional actions in mentalistic terms (also known as commonsense psychology,
naive psychology, implicit psychological theories, the intentional stance, belief-desire psychology)
— juxtaposes with challenges and insights of contemporary psychological research, particularly
within formally normed (e.g., cognitive biases), socially normed (e.qg., health behaviour or science
adherence), and both formally and socially normed domains (e.g., ethical considerations).

We invite empirical (including meta-analysis and reviews) contributions that address and are
inspired by, but are not limited to, the following themes:

Biased Reasoning and Folk Theories of Rationality: general

e Implicit theories of rationality and cognitive biases (also cognitive styles and capacities):
How do individuals' fundamental beliefs about what constitutes rational thought influence
their susceptibility to and interpretation of cognitive biases? Can biases, paradoxically,
reveal aspects of folk rationality?



e Folk psychology as a theory: Considerations of folk psychology as an implicit "theory of
mind." How is this "theory" utilised in daily life to explain and predict behaviour?

e Cognitive biases in informal argumentation. How do cognitive biases affect the
construction, evaluation, and acceptance of informal arguments in everyday discourse?
What implicit assumptions about rationality underpin the way people interact in
argumentative contexts? Is it rational to trust?

e Representational theory of mind and folk psychology: Contributions exploring Fodor's
ideas about mental representations possessing syntax and semantics as a foundation for
understanding thought within the framework of folk psychology.

e Modularity of mind and its relation to folk understandings of mental processes.

Biased Reasoning and Folk Theories of Rationality in Society

e Folk psychology of rationality and biased reasoning in educational, legal, work-
organisation and clinical practices.

e Cognitive biases and folk theories of rationality in socially normed domains: submissions
that examine these topics within human endeavours that inherently involve social aspects,
such as science acceptance, health behaviour or similar decisions that are socially normed
and influenced by collective beliefs and behaviours.

e Cultural variations in folk psychology and conceptions of rationality and biased reasoning.

e The influence of ideologies: How do individuals' ideological affiliations and beliefs relate
to specific cognitive biases and their implicit theories of rationality? How do biases and
folk theories contribute to forming, maintaining, and defending ideological viewpoints?

e Values, moral judgments and ethical considerations: How do cognitive biases and emotions
interact with individuals' core values and influence moral reasoning and decision-making?
How do cognitive biases and folk theories of rationality influence ethical judgments, moral
decision-making, discriminative behaviour and perceptions of fairness and justice?

e Political decision-making: How do implicit theories of rationality shape political attitudes
and the evaluation of political information, including ethical considerations in political
processes?

Basic Psychological Constructs concerning Biased Reasoning and Folk Theories
of Rationality

e The relation of basic cognitive constructs (e.g. working memory, or intelligence) and
processes, such as perception and language, with folk theories and presumptions about
these processes. For example, to what extent (both temporal and in terms of content) is the



mental lexicon sensitive to changes in the environment? Is perception impenetrable by
presumptions/assumptions about how it operates/occurs?

e Metacognitive assessments in biased reasoning about everyday topics: How do individuals
monitor and evaluate their thinking when reasoning about everyday issues? What role do
metacognitive judgments play in the persistence or mitigation of biased reasoning?

e The role of emotions: How do different emotional states and processes influence the
manifestation and impact of cognitive biases and interact with folk theories of rationality?

e Personality structure and folk theories of rationality: To what extent does an individual's
personality structure shape their specific folk theories of rationality, and how do these
intuitive theories, in turn, provide a framework for interpreting and evaluating the
perceived 'rationality’ of behaviours stemming from personality?

Submission process

We embrace methodological pluralism and encourage submissions that employ diverse empirical
approaches, including experimental, quantitative, qualitative, mixed-methods designs,
neuroscientific investigations, computational modelling, and other rigorous methodologies. We
invite researchers from various fields to approach this broad list of topics by scientifically
examining the relationship between folk theories of rational thinking and reasoning itself. The goal
is to uncover the similarities, differences, and potential biases in our intuitive understanding of
how we (and others) reason. The overarching goal of this special issue remains to advance our
understanding of the complex interplay between reasoning and folk theories of rationality across
various domains of human thought and behaviour, through data-driven and sound, theoretically
grounded research. In line with our commitment to open science practices, we encourage authors
to consider preregistering their studies or hypotheses, sharing their data and materials, and
adhering to FAIR data principles. We strongly encourage papers with non-WEIRD samples.

1. Submission of Structured Abstracts

Authors are invited to submit structured abstracts (up to 800 words). The structured abstract should
include:

e Theoretical context,
e Obijectives,
e Research problem, question(s), and/or hypotheses,


https://oecs.mit.edu/pub/spow8trw/release/1

e Method (describing or listing instruments or experimental variables) and data analysis
approach,
e Implications.

Structured abstracts should be emailed to the guest editor: kdamnjan@f.bg.ac.rs and
psihologijajournal@dps.org.rs with subject “structured abstract for special issue BRFPR”.

The deadline for submission of structured abstracts is August 25, 2025.
2. Submission of Full Papers

Authors whose abstracts are accepted will be invited to submit full papers. The deadline for
manuscript submission is January 31, 2026. Please follow the instructions for authors:
https://www.dps.org.rs/en/psihologija-journal/

Important Dates:

e August 25, 2025: deadline for abstract submission

e September 25, 2025: notification of abstract acceptance

e January 31, 2026: full manuscript submission deadline

e April 30, 2026: decisions after the first round of reviews

e June 15, 2026: deadline for submission of revised manuscripts
e July 15, 2026: editorial decisions

To ensure a thematically unified special issue that effectively addresses its core objectives, the
guest editor and editorial board will meticulously select manuscripts that align closely with the
central themes of biased reasoning and folk psychology of rationality as detailed in this call for
papers. All submissions will undergo a rigorous peer review according to the journal's standard
editorial policies.

Inquires
For any inquiries regarding this special issue, please get in touch with the guest editor:

Kaja Damnjanovi¢, kdamnjan@f.bg.ac.rs and/or psihologijajournal@dps.org.rs

About the journal: https://www.dps.org.rs/en/psihologija-journal/
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Psihologija is published under a “gold” open-access license, meaning there are no charges for
publication. Manuscripts are available in an online-first format upon acceptance.

Editorial Board and Guest Editors' Note

Serbia's academic community—its scholars, students, scientific endeavours, and educational
institutions—is under siege due to its profound societal engagement, with its vital work threatened
despite its recognised excellence. An unwavering dedication to academic work matches our
resolve in societal commitments. We will not give up on our students' struggle, nor will we
abandon our work. The Editorial Board of Psihologija and the guest editor declare their
unequivocal and uncompromising support for Serbia's social, civic, student and academic struggle.

We look forward to receiving your valuable contributions and advancing the discourse on
reasoning and folk theories of rationality in psychological science.
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