Instructions for authors

Authors are encouraged to read the preparation and submission instructions
carefully. Manuscripts that do not conform to these guidelines will be returned
to the author for correction before the manuscript is processed. Failure to follow

these procedures may result in significant delays in processing your manuscript.

Aims and scope

Psihologija is a peer-reviewed journal that publishes original empirical research
across all areas of psychology, as well as interdisciplinary studies that
contribute to psychological science. The journal welcomes submissions from all
psychological subfields (e.g., cognitive, social, developmental, clinical,
organizational) and from related disciplines (e.g., neuroscience, education,

linguistics) that offer significant insights into psychological processes.

Article types
Psihologija accepts the following types of articles:

e Original Empirical Articles: These may include single- or multi-study
papers utilizing quantitative, qualitative, or mixed-methods
approaches. The maximum word count is 8,000 words, including the
abstract and footnotes, but excluding abstract, keywords, highlights,
tables, figures, table and figure captions, references and Electronic
Supplementary Materials (ESM).

e Meta-Analytic Reports and Systematic Reviews: The journal
welcomes meta-analyses and systematic reviews, provided they follow

the PRISMA reporting guidelines. The maximum word count is

10,000 words, including the abstract and footnotes, but excluding
abstract, keywords, highlights, tables, figures, table and figure

captions, references and Electronic Supplementary Materials (ESM).


https://www.prisma-statement.org/

e Brief Reports: Brief reports are suitable for single-study manuscripts
that are methodologically rigorous and can be effectively presented in
a concise format. These articles should include the following sections:
Abstract, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, and
Discussion. The Results and Discussion sections may be combined.
The word count for brief reports is limited to 3,500 words, including
the abstract and footnotes, but excluding abstract, keywords,
highlights, tables, figures, table and figure captions, references and
Electronic Supplementary Materials (ESM).

Authors are encouraged to use Supplemental Materials to provide
additional information about instruments (e.g., scales), procedures (e.g., cover
stories, researcher scripts), and detailed results. This recommendation applies to
all types of articles.

Psihologija welcomes replication studies, including both direct and
conceptual replications, as long as they are methodologically sound and

contribute to the cumulative nature of psychological science.

Open access

The journal offers Green Open Access, which implies that authors can
also self-archive their manuscripts immediately and enable public access from
their institution’s repository after the final version of the paper is accepted and
copyedited. Papers are freely available to both subscribers and the wider public

with permitted reuse.

Editorial policies
e Originality and plagiarism: The research described in the submitted
manuscript must be original and not previously published or currently

under consideration elsewhere, with the exception of preliminary forms


https://open-access.network/en/information/open-access-primers/green-and-gold#c8383

such as conference abstracts, lectures, or academic theses. If the manuscript
includes ideas, text, or data from other sources, these must be properly
cited or quoted in accordance with academic standards.

Ethical considerations: Authors are expected to uphold the highest ethical
standards in psychological research, in line with the principles outlined in

the Declaration of Helsinki. By submitting a manuscript to Psihologija,

authors confirm that the research has been conducted in accordance with
relevant ethical guidelines and, where applicable, has received approval or
guidance from an independent ethics committee or institutional review
board (IRB). Manuscripts must include details regarding ethical approval,
the ethical treatment of human or animal participants, and procedures for
obtaining informed consent. Manuscripts will not be considered for
publication if participants did not provide informed consent to participate
in the study.

Preprint policy: This journal accepts submissions of manuscripts that have
previously been made available as preprints. Authors must inform the
editorial office at the time of submission if a version of the manuscript has
been posted on a preprint server. Authors are also permitted to post the
submitted version of their manuscript to a preprint server at any stage prior
to publication. Once the article is published in Psihologija, authors are
encouraged to update the preprint with a citation and link to the final
published version. Please note that sharing a manuscript as a preprint does
not constitute prior publication and will not affect the editorial decision.
Peer review: All manuscripts submitted to Psihologija are subject to
double-blind peer review, meaning that both the reviewers and the authors
remain anonymous to each other throughout the review process. Each
submission is evaluated by at least two independent reviewers with relevant
expertise. In rare cases where this is not possible, the Editor-in-Chief may

reach a decision based on one substantive review and the editorial


https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-helsinki/

assessment. The editorial team ensures that the review process is fair,
rigorous, and timely.

Contflict of interest: All authors are required to disclose any actual or
potential conflicts of interest, including financial, personal, or professional
relationships with individuals or organizations that could inappropriately
influence, or be perceived to influence, the content or interpretation of their
work. If there are no conflicts to declare, this should be explicitly stated in
the manuscript.

Use of Artificial Intelligence Tools: Any use of generative Al systems or
other artificial tools in the preparation of the manuscript, including
assistance with writing, study design, data analysis, or other aspects of the
research, must be clearly disclosed at the time of submission. Psihologija
acknowledges that such tools may offer useful support for researchers,
particularly in completing technical or routine tasks. However, authors are
required to explicitly state which parts of the work involved the use of Al
or other artificial systems. Authors bear full responsibility for the accuracy,
integrity, and scholarly quality of their work, regardless of the tools used in
its production. If, during the review process, parts of the manuscript are
found to contain errors typically associated with unverified Al output, such
as hallucinated references, misinterpretation of statistical results,
incoherent or meaningless text, or content composed of empty phrases, this
will be taken as evidence of insufficient author oversight.Such findings
may constitute grounds for rejecting the submission in its entirety.

Data Transparency and Availability: Psihologija supports transparency
and openness in scientific research. Authors are required to make their data,
analysis scripts, and other materials used in the research (e.g., codebooks,
experimental stimuli) publicly available via a trusted data repository or as
electronic supplementary material (ESM). Exceptions are allowed only

when data or code do not exist, or when sharing is not possible for justified



reasons (e.g., legal, ethical, or confidentiality restrictions), which must be
clearly stated in the manuscript. All submissions must include a Data
Availability Statement, indicating where the data and materials can be
accessed, or providing a justification if they cannot be shared.

Use of Inclusive Language: Authors are expected to use inclusive and
respectful language throughout their manuscripts. Discriminatory or biased
expressions, whether explicit or implicit, related to gender, race, ethnicity,
age, sexual orientation, disability, or other personal characteristics should
be strictly avoided. Language should reflect respect for all individuals and
groups, and terminology should align with current best practices in
scholarly and ethical communication. When referring to demographic or
identity-related information, authors should use person-first and non-
stigmatizing language whenever possible.

Funding statement: Authors must declare all sources of funding that
supported the research, including but not limited to government grants,
industry sponsorships, institutional resources, and private foundations.
Copyright: All articles published in Psihologija are licensed under the
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0).

Under this license, authors retain copyright of their work while granting
others permission to use, share, adapt, and reproduce the content in whole
or in part, provided that the original work is properly cited. Users
(including redistributors) must cite the original source, including the
authors’ names, Psihologija as the original publication venue, year of
publication, volume number, and DOL. If accepted for publication, the
manuscript must not be published elsewhere, in English, Serbian, or any
other language. Authors bear full responsibility for the content of their
manuscript, including the accuracy and validity of the results. Furthermore,
authors must ensure that they have obtained all necessary permissions to

publish any materials (e.g., figures, tables, text excerpts) for which


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en

copyright or authorship rights are held by third parties.

Manuscript preparation

Language

The journal accepts only manuscripts written in English. While minor language
issues may be addressed during the review process and corrected by our
copyeditor, Psihologija will not accept manuscripts that are poorly written or
contain a high number of spelling, grammatical, or stylistic errors. Authors are
responsible for ensuring the clarity and quality of their writing prior to
submission. Manuscripts that do not meet acceptable language standards will be
returned without review. In addition, after positive peer reviews and before final
acceptance, authors may be required to provide a professionally edited version
of the manuscript if the language quality is insufficient. If the authors fail to
provide such a version within the specified deadline, the manuscript will not
proceed to acceptance. The Editor-in-Chief also reserves the right to reject a
manuscript on the basis of language quality alone, without sending it to external
review, if the writing is clearly below the journal’s standards.

To assist authors in preparing high-quality submissions, the editorial board
recommends the following professional proofreader: Sara Major,

sara.mejdzor@ff.uns.ac.rs.

Formatting

Manuscripts must be formatted in accordance with the APA 7th Edition
guidelines.

Authors should prepare their submission in Microsoft Word (.docx) format,
using Times New Roman, 12-point font, double spacing, margins of at least 2.5
cm (1 inch) on all sides, and page numbers in the bottom right corner.

Text should be left-aligned with no hyphenation, APA-style heading levels

should be used, italics (not bold or underlining) should be applied for emphasis,



and the first line of each paragraph must be indented by 1.27 cm (0.5 inch).
References and in-text citations must follow APA 7th Edition rules.
Failure to follow these formatting requirements may result in delays in the

review process.

Submission files

The title page must contain the full title of the manuscript, the full names and

institutional affiliations of all authors, their email addresses, year of birth, and

ORCID iD if available. Contact details of the corresponding author, including

full postal address, must be provided. Author contributions according to the

CRediT taxonomy should be listed (for example, Conceptualization,

Methodology, Formal analysis, Writing — original draft, Writing — review and

editing, Supervision, Funding acquisition). The title page must also include

acknowledgements (if applicable), a declaration of funding, a conflict of interest
statement, a declaration on the use of generative Al or similar artificial systems,
and the total word count.

e All sources of financial support must be disclosed in the declaration of
funding. The statement should clearly indicate which author or authors and
which part or parts of the research were supported, including grant numbers,
funding agencies, and other relevant details. If funding was received,
authors should use the following standard phrase: “This research was
supported by the [Name of Funding Agency] under grant number [Grant
Number]. The funder had no role in the design of the study, data collection
and analysis, decision to publish, or preparation of the manuscript.” If no
funding was received, the following statement should be included: “The
author(s) received no specific funding for this work.”

e The conflict of interest statement must explicitly state whether any author
has a financial, professional, or personal interest that could influence, or

appear to influence, the work presented. If such a conflict exists, authors



should write: “The author(s) declare the following potential conflicts of
interest: [brief description of the conflict].” If no conflict exists, authors
must write: “The author(s) declare no conflicts of interest.” This
information will be published with the article.

e Authors must also disclose the use of generative AI or Al-assisted
technologies in the preparation of their manuscript by including a
statement on the title page entitled “Declaration of Generative Al and Al-
Assisted Technologies in the Writing Process.” If applicable, the following
standard formulation should be used: “During the preparation of this work,
the author(s) used [NAME OF TOOL/SERVICE] in order to [SPECIFY
PURPOSE]. After using this tool/service, the author(s) reviewed and edited
the content as needed and take(s) full responsibility for the content of the
publication.” This declaration does not apply to the use of basic tools such
as grammar checkers, spell checkers, reference managers, or similar
utilities. If there is nothing to disclose, no statement is required.

e  Any individual who contributed to the study but does not meet the criteria
for authorship, for example by providing technical assistance, language
editing, or data collection, must be properly acknowledged in the
acknowledgements section.

Authors are required to submit a blinded version of the manuscript as the

main text file. This version must not contain author names, institutional
affiliations, or any self-identifying information in the text, footnotes, or
metadata. Self-citations must be anonymized (e.g., Author(s), 2024).
Information such as names of funding agencies, institutions granting ethical
approval, or acknowledgements must be removed or anonymized.

Authors may also submit supplementary materials that will be published

online with the article. Supplementary materials may include datasets,
instruments, or other files that support the findings but are not essential to the

main text. They must comply with the EU General Data Protection Regulation



(GDPR). Supplementary files are permanent records, published as received, and
may not be altered after publication. Authors bear full responsibility for the

legality, accuracy, and functionality of supplementary materials.

Manuscript structure
Manuscripts should be structured as follows:
o title,
e abstract,
e keywords,
o highlights,
e introduction,
e method,
e results,
e discussion and conclusion,

e references.

e  The title should accurately reflect the content of the manuscript and, when
relevant, include methodological descriptors such as randomized controlled
trial, meta-analysis, systematic review, cross-sectional study, longitudinal
study, or qualitative study.

o  The abstract must be structured, self-contained, and not exceed 250 words,
including objectives, methods, results, and conclusions, without undefined
abbreviations or references.

e  Authors must provide three to five keywords suitable for indexing.

e In addition, highlights are mandatory and should include three to five
bullet points summarizing the key findings, each no longer than 100
characters including spaces, without abbreviations.

e  The introduction should define the research problem, review relevant prior

work, and clearly lead to the central research question, indicating which



findings or theoretical perspectives are being challenged or extended.
Abbreviations should be defined at first mention and used consistently
thereafter.

The method section must include sufficient detail for replication,
describing the research design, sampling procedures, data collection,
instruments, analytical strategy, and ethical considerations. New or
uncommon methods must be described in detail. At the end of the method
section, authors must include a Data Availability Statement. This statement
is mandatory and must specify whether the data are publicly available or
restricted for ethical or legal reasons, or if no new data were created.
Failure to include a Data Availability Statement will result in the
manuscript being returned prior to review.

The results section must present findings in a clear and logical order,
supported by relevant statistical outputs such as test statistics, p-values, and
confidence intervals. Authors must provide effect sizes for all relevant
analyses. Alongside statistical outcomes, authors must include plain-
language explanations to aid reader understanding, while leaving
interpretation for the discussion. Datasets and research materials that
support the findings must be made available, either as supplementary files
or through repositories indicated in the Data Availability Statement.
Figures and tables should be embedded in the text with descriptive
captions, and only those essential to understanding the findings should be
included. Color illustrations are accepted for the online edition, but the
print version is black and white. Images must be high resolution, and
authors are responsible for securing copyright permissions for non-original
materials.

The discussion and conclusion should interpret findings in the context of
the literature and theoretical frameworks presented in the introduction.

Conclusions must logically follow from the data and clearly indicate the



contribution of the study to scientific knowledge. A separate conclusion
section may be included to highlight implications more explicitly.

¢ Finally, the reference list must include all sources cited in the manuscript
and conform strictly to APA 7th Edition style. References should be
current and relevant, demonstrating the contribution of the manuscript to

contemporary scientific discourse.

Submission process

Upon submission, each manuscript is first evaluated by the Editor-in-Chief, who

decides whether the manuscript will be rejected outright or forwarded to the

appropriate Section Editor. Desk rejection is appropriate when the manuscript
does not address a psychological topic, lacks adequate methodology, does not
follow the structure of a scientific article, or contains serious flaws deemed
unfixable (e.g., insufficient sample size).

e If forwarded, the Section Editor assesses the manuscript within their field
of expertise and may also decide to reject it at this stage without external
review.

e If the manuscript proceeds to peer review, it will be evaluated by at least
two independent reviewers. Authors are encouraged to suggest potential
reviewers and/or request the exclusion of certain individuals when
submitting their manuscripts.

e Ifareviewer declines or is unable to complete the review, the Section
Editor will assign an alternative reviewer, which may occasionally result in
delays. In exceptional cases, when it is not possible to secure external
reviewers, members of the Editorial Board or the Section Editor may

provide the review.

Revision Process

Upon receiving reviews, authors are expected to submit a revised manuscript



accompanied by a detailed response letter, addressing each comment from the
reviewers and Section Editor point by point, and referencing the page and line
numbers where changes have been made. In the revised manuscript, all changes
should be clearly marked, either by using highlighting or a different font color.
In the case of minor revisions, the Section Editor may make a final decision
without further review. For major revisions, the manuscript will undergo a
second round of peer review. In some cases, additional rounds of revision may

be necessary until the manuscript meets the journal’s standards for publication.

1.1.  After Acceptance

Once accepted, authors will be given a short deadline (14 days) to implement
final editorial changes. Authors are expected to check the proof carefully and
return any final corrections promptly. No changes can be made after the proof

stage, so it is crucial to consolidate all corrections in a single communication.

Copy Editing and Online Publication: All accepted manuscripts will undergo
copy editing before being published as Online First and made openly accessible
on the journal’s website. The Online First version is typically published within

one month of acceptance and remains available ahead of print publication.

Print publication: Please note that due to the high volume of submissions, the

waiting period for print publication may extend up to two years after acceptance.

Corrections After Publication: If an author discovers a significant error or
inaccuracy in their published work, they are obligated to promptly notify the
journal editor or publisher and cooperate in issuing a correction or retraction, as

appropriate.



Submission Checklist

Title Page

Full title of the manuscript

Full names and institutional affiliations of all authors
Email addresses of all authors

Year of birth for each author

ORCID iDs (if available)

Contact details of the corresponding author

» One author is clearly designated as the corresponding author.

» The following contact details are provided: email address, full postal
address, and ORCID number.

» Author contributions according to the CRediT taxonomy (e.g.,
Conceptualization, Methodology, Formal analysis, Writing — original
draft, Writing — review & editing, Supervision, Funding acquisition,
etc.)

Acknowledgments (if applicable)

Declaration of funding (including standard phrase if no funding was
received)

Conlflict of interest statement (including standard phrase if none exists)
Declaration on the use of generative Al or Al-assisted technologies

Total word count (including abstract and footnotes, excluding references,
tables, and figures)

Main Text File

Manuscript is written in English and thoroughly spell-checked and
grammar-checked

A blinded version of the manuscript is submitted (no author names,
affiliations, or identifying information)

Submitted in Microsoft Word (.docx) format

Manuscript is formatted according to APA 7th Edition:
» Times New Roman, 12 pt, double spacing
»  Minimum 2.5 cm (1 inch) margins



Page numbers in bottom right corner

Left-aligned text with no hyphenation

APA-style heading levels

Italics used for emphasis (not bold or underlining)

First line of each paragraph indented by 1.27 cm (0.5 inch)

Manuscript includes all required sections:

Abstract (250 words, no undefined abbreviations or citations)
Keywords (3-5)
Highlights section included in the main text (3—5 bullet points, each
max. 100 characters)
Introduction
Method (including Data Availability Statement)
»  Ethical approval and informed consent are clearly stated in the
Method section
Results
Discussion and Conclusion
References
«  All references are formatted according to APA 7th Edition
« All in-text citations appear in the reference list and vice versa

Supplementary Materials (if applicable)

m  Files are original, not previously published, or accompanied by necessary

permissions

m Files are GDPR-compliant and in appropriate formats (e.g., .xlsx, .sav)

File Naming

When uploading submission files, please use clear and descriptive file

names that do not contain author names or surnames, in order to preserve

anonymity during the review process. Suggested file names include:

Anonymised Manuscript

Title Page
Supplementary Material
Response to Reviewers
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